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a memorial of creation and a type of the saints’
rest in heaven.
Heb. 4:1 to 11,

i . AND ETERNAL JUDGMENT.
dead both of the. just and the unjust: that the
righteous will be everlastingly justified and the
. wicked everlastingly condemned. . Dan. 12:2;
* Acts 24:15;717:31; Matt, 24:46; John 5:28, 29;
Rom. 2:7; 2 Thess. 1:9, 10.
XI.. OF THE RESURRECTION BODY OF
: : THE SAINTS. . '
: We believe the saints will be raised with spiri-
tual incorruptable bodies. 1 Cor. 15:35 to 54.
Thus the statement made by Brother A. N.
Dugger in Advocate of January 14, 1919 is with-
out foundation, and calculated to belittle "th
Seventh Day Baptists as a people. . A
But God be thanked that the right will pre-
vail, and I ask all to read carefully the expose of
faith which is the doctrine and belief of the

Seventh Day Baptists and note whether there is-

a Sky kingdom or Eternal punishment, Judgment

at death, spoken of in the articles of faith and if -
not, we ask Brother Dugger to come across with -

"the proof of the statement he made in the Advo-

cate of January 14, 1919, and that he publish the"

same in the Advocate, and we further believe that
Brother Dugger owes an apology to the Seventh
Day Baptist denomination for misrepreSenting
them in the Advecate of January 14, 1919, and

was calculated to be damaging to the Seventh Day

Baptist people. . .
The reader is asked to cavefully read the
above and then decide for himself what the
motive could be.
Respectfully, .
Dr. J. C. Branch,

of Jehoval, and that it shoild be kept holy as
Gen. 2:2, 3; Ex, 20:8 to 11; .~
X. OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD

.- We believe there will be a vesurrection of the
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CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TOTHE
iH

FHCHIBAD CONFERENGE.

~ ghursh of God and Seventh Day Beptist.

A FOREWORD., . - -

That the reader into whose hands this pam-
phlet may fall and are not asquainted with the
circumstances, it seemetn best that a few words
of explanation be made. - .

Almost 60 years ago a few God-fearing devout
men, fully realizing that the seventh day is ‘the
Sabbath of the Lord, and not finding at that time
any who seemed to have the same points of belief
as they, they then organized the Church of God

in Michigan, which has ever since, until disbanded, .
“held their regular- Annual Conferences in. that

state. Those who were in recent years the Ieadgrs.
had reached the place where age was creeping

.- npon them. They did not desire the good work
built up to fall to pieces, when they should lay,

it down. - So seeing the Seventh Day Baptist
Church held so closely to their views, at the An-

nual Conference in 1917 they decided to connect .
. the Church of God in the state of Michigan with

the Seventh Day Baptist, which was done.

One year later A. N, Dugger of the Church
of God in the state ‘of Missouri, came into Michi-
gan, gathered a small company about him, held
a Conference, calling it the 57th Annual Con-
ference of the Church of God in Michigan, but

as this 57th Annual Conference was held the year
before, "had met and disbanded the Michigan Con-"

ference, uniting it with the Seventh Day Baptist
Church, tiese lines are printed and sent out that
all may know that the Conference held by A, N.
Dugger in 1918 was not the 57th Annual Confei-

- ence, and also to correct statements which have

appeared in print which were misleading and
For this reason we append all the
correspondence hereto.
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REPORT OF MICHIGAN CONFERENCE.

‘The ffty-seventh annual- conference’ of the
Church of God in Michigan convened according to
announcement at Toquin, Michigan from October
4th to Tth. The first session was held at 10

'\ A. M, being ealied to crder by Elder A, N. Dugger,
" who acted as chairman under the appointment of
‘the General Conference. After singing the song

entitled, “We'll Work Till Jesus Comes,” prayer
was offered by Brother Dugger, and after the
singing of another song, Ephesians 6th chapter
was read. Elder G. W. Sarber was chosen as
Secretary Pro tem, and the membership of the
Michigan conference was determined by adding
the names of persons who had expressed a desire
to become members, who were not present, as well
as those at the meeting. After completing the
work of determining the membership of the con-
ference, a motion was made to adjowrn to 3 P. M.

Motion carried.

The second session of the Michigan confer-
ence, was called to order at 3 P. M., according to
adjournment of previods session, and after sing-
ing hymn No. 29 in the “Songs of Truth,” and
prayer by Elder M. C. Pennell, the session was
opened for business, and the election of officers
declared in order.

Nominations were made for the office of
president resulting in the election of Elder M. C.
Pennell. The following nominations and elections
in their order resulted in the election of Elder
L. A. Munger, Vice President, Brother G. L. Hart,
Secretary and Treasurer, Jim Sternamen, G. L.
Hart, and L. A. Munger, Executive Committee,
and Elder M. C, Pennell State Evangelist. -

Motion was made and seconded to allow all
visiting brethren to participate in the delibera-
tions of the meeting. Motion carried.

A number of letters were read by Brother
A. N. Dugger, from brethren scattered over the
state who expressed a desire to become members
of this conference, who for various reasons could
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not be present at the meeting. They gave their
testimony of strong determination to press on to
victory, and of deep interest in the Church of
God, and of the promises for a future home in
the Kingdom.

The following committees were appointed by
the President to report at the next meeting.

Committee on recommending names of min-

jsters to the General Conference for credentials

was appointed as follows: Elder Lewis Buchtel,
L. A. Munger, and G. L. Hart. - .

Committee on resolutions: G. W. Sarber,
Lewis Buchtel, and A. N. Dugger.

Motion was made and seconded to adjoin to
10 A. M. Monday. Motion carried. :

Conference was called to order Monday 10
A. M., according to adjournment by the President,
M. C. Pennell 'and after singing, then prayer by
Brother A, N. Dugger the session was declared
open for business, and the report of the committee
on resolutions was called for. The following res-
olutions were read.

Resolutions. :

1st. Resolved, That we express our gratitude
and thanks to our merciful heavenly Father for
all the blessings during the past year, which He
has so bountifully bestowed upon us and that we
have been permitted to assemble one time more
in conference capacity to talk over and arrange
for more effecctual work in His great vineyard,
which is white for harvest.

2nd. Resolved, That we acknowledge God as
the giver of all good and perfect gifts, as our
Creator and Benefactor, and that we declare re-
newed allegiance to Him, promising by the help
of His Holy Spirit and guardian angels to more
faithfully perform the duties of life in a way well
pleasing in His sight than ever before,
. 3rd. Resolved, That as the signs of our times
indicate the soon coming of Christ to the earth
and the establishment of His Xingdom, that the
Church of God in Michigan awaken to greater
zeal, and put forth renewed effort in sending out
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the gospel message of waining to the tens of
tiousands now living in this great common-
wealth, who are dwelling in darkness regarding
the great and momentous events just before the
world.

{th. Resolved, That each member take upon
himself or herself the responsibility of sending
out the gospel message of warning to the people
of the day, and follow the blessed example of
Christ our Savior, who came to seek and to save
that which was lost, and therefore in fellowship
with Him do our part in this great and noble work
of saving others by giving a portion of our life
service to this cause, both by returning to God
his portion of their goods, and personal effort in
telling the truths of the Word to those within
our reach.

5th. Resolved, That the state Conference in
Michigan declare themselves in hearty accord with
the General Conference of the Church of God, and
that they as members of one body, with Christ
the head over all, mutually work as co-laborers
together for the promotion of the cause of Christ
in the earth, and the sending out the gospel
message of warning for the time.

6th. Resolved, That we recommend the tith~
ing system to the brethren of the state-as the
only financial system for the support of Ged’s
cause, and that we advise all followers of Christ
to keep a strict account of God’s portion of what
He entrusts to their care, and send it to the
Treasurer of the state Conference, Brother G« L.
Hart of Covert, Mich., which will be duly receipted
to them, and a record kept and reported at the
next state Conference meeting, and also reported
to the General Conference Treasurer.

7th. Resolved, That we heartily recommend
our state evangelist, Elder M, C. Pennell, to the
brethren everywhere as an able consecrated and
zealous worker for the cause of Chuist in the
earth, who is to be supported by the tithing fund,
and kept in the gospel field continually, And we
request the prayers of the brethren in his behalf

—_d —

that he may faithfully perform his duties in such
a mannet as will be well pleasing to God, and build
up the great work in‘the state of Michigan which
is now intrusted to his cave, and which may re-
dound to our Master's name in glory, adoration
and praise in this world, and also forever.

8th. Resolved, That we recommend the
BIBLE ADVOCATE and the SABBATH SCHOOL
MISSIONARY as the official church papers for
the adult members of the Ghurch of God in
Michigan and for their children.

G. W. Sarber,
Lewis Buchtel,
A. N. Dugger. .

Motion was made and seconded that the
resolutions be accepted as read. Motion carried.

The committee on Credentials reported the
following ministers as eligible for credentials and
recommended. them to the General Conference,
G. W, Sarber, W. F. Morse, M. C. Pennell, L. A.
Munger, and E. L. Trowbridge.

Moved and seconded that the veport of the
committee be accepted. Motion carried,

A hearing of the minutes of the conference
was called for, which were read. Motion was
made and seconded that the minutes be accepted
as read.. Motion carried.

Motion was made to adjourn Sina Die. Motion
carried.

G. L. Hart, Secretary.

(Bible Advocate, page 739, October 29, 1918.)

SEVENTH DAY BAPTISTS JOIN THE
FEDERAL COUNCIL. .

At the last Seventh Day Baptist General
Conference recently held at Nortonville, Kansas,
it was unanimously voted by that body to join the
“Federation of Churches in America.” This fed-
eration includes thirty church organizations,
whose purpose it is to work together forming the
bonds of a common union. And one clause in their

e
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platform is that Sunday observance be inforced
by Civil Law. .

At the general assembly of the federation of
churches held in Chicago, the name “Protestant
Churches of America,” was objected to by the
Catholics, who refused to meet with the assembly
unless the word “Protestant,” was stricken out.
A Committee was appointed to decide this matter,
and instead of the word “Protestant” the word
“Catholic” was suggested, and wheua put to a
vote of the assembly was unanimously accepted,
the word Catholie, however, was only supposed to
mean “Universal.” Anyway we can see the dis-
position of Romanism already being manifest, be-
sides that feature mentioned above, viz., the same
old story of the inforcement of the counterfeit
Sabbath by civil law. As it is impossible for this
to come from God, it eminates from Satan, and
was one of his chief characteristics during the
dark ages.

The two Baptist churches at White Cloud,
and Bangor, Michigan had voted unanimously that
the General Conference of the Seventh Day Bap-
tists remuin separate {rom the Federal Council.
In casting their vote against becoming a part of
this fedevation they have taken their stand, be-
fore God aund the world in feilowship with Jesus

/Christ who said, “Come out of lier my people, that

ye be not partakers of her sins, and thal ye receive
not of her plagues.” Rev, 18:4. And now since
the body has gone ahead irrespective of their wish
and joined the federation, with the intention of
taking these two local churches along with them,

vas well as others who are opposed to the move,
“it will be the duty of these people to withdraw
' from the Seventh Day Baptist Church if they

want to obey our Savior who said, “Be ye separate,

~and Come out of her, my people.” On the other

hand should they not do this and go right on into
the Federation with the body they will be by this
act sanctioning the purposes of the federation,
and be a partner in the inforcement by civil law
of the observance of Sunday as a Sabbath.

_f —

Listen to the following statement of the
Catholic Priest, “Father Enright,” “It was the
Holy Catholic Church that changed the day of
vest from Saturday to Sunday, the first day of
the week. And it not only compelled all to keep
Sunday, but at the Council of Laodicea A. D. 564

anathematized those who kept the Sabbath, and

urged all persons to labor on the Seventh Day,
under penalty of anathema.” From a speech at
Harlan, Iowa. : :

It was by this power, who came in peaccably
and through his subtle deception federated with
all who would willingly join with hin, that forced
Sunday observance upon the world, under pain of
death during the dark ages. We have now the
record of the past recording in fiery letters of
blood, the appalling scenes of the distressed and
martyred millions. And shall we not take from
this a lesson for the future, and be warned in
time; or shall a people who for years have claimed
to be the wise virgins of the last days be deceived
by willingly becoming a partner in the same thing
attempted right over again?

We absolutely know by the positive record of
the scriptures that Christ was not resurrected on
Sunday as they claim, and that the whole thing
is a sham, and that Sunday is the counterfeit day
of rest, which Satan is endeavoring to thrust upon
the people instead of the true and genuine Sabhath

‘of God, and it behooves us one and all to resent

such a federation, and not be a partner in such
a move, the primary purpose of which is to again
inforce upon the people this substitute rest day,
instead of God's Holy Day. The Britannica
cacyclopedia which will be found in the Congres-
sional Library at Washington, D. C., plainly states
that the Catholic Church declared the sanctity of
the, first day of the week. God declaved the
sanctity of the seventh. Now are we going to
join with, and become a part of an organization,
endeavoring to inforce upon the people something
directly in opposition to God?

God’s people cannot, and must not, become
e T
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intoxicated with the wine of Babylon from the
golden cup of deception, and “Let us not sleep as
do others, but let us watch and be sober,” (First
Thess. 5:6) remembering the oft repeated admoni-
tion, “Abstain from the very appearance of evil;”
“Walk not in the counsel of the ungodly,” “Sit not
in the seat of the scornful;” “Keep yourselves un-
spotted from the world.,” Then with the above

scriptures in mind I exhort one and all by the -

words of the Holy Spirit, ‘“Wherefore come out
from among them, and be ye separate saith the
Lord.” 2 Cor. 6:17.

We can plainly see that the same identical
power, which from the very beginning, spoke in
the Garden of Eden, contrary to what God said,
is at work here. The same oppository voice is
heard, and halting from this course let us listen
again to the voice of God, “But I fear, lest by
any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through
his subtility, so your minds should be corrupted
from the simplicity that is in Christ.” 2 Cor.
11:3. But however cunning the web may be spun,
Christ has given the assurance that his very elect
-will not be deceived, although signs and wonders
are performed.

To verify the above statement that God's
people who he says in Rev. 14:12 are those who
keep the commandments of God and the faith of
Jesus, will not be deceived, it will be interesting
to know that the Seventh Day Baptist church at
Bangor, Michigan resented the above mentioned
move of their General Conference, and have since
withdrawn from that body by being organized
into a “Church of God” at that nlace. And also
several from the White Cloud Baptist church have
also placed their membership with the Church of
God at Bangor, and we hope that others will do
so.  Three ministers who were recognized and
credentialed by the Baptists last year, have also

Joined the Michigan conference of the Church of ‘

God, and will devote most all of their time the

" roming year in preaching the warning gospel mes-

sage for our time to the people of the great state
—_8 —
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of Michigan, and northern Indiana, Aad we
trust that many prayers may ascend to the throne
of grace in their behalf, and that they may ha\{e
the firm support of all the brethren in this terri-
tory, that effective work may be accomplished,
which will redound to our worthy Heavenly Fa‘ther
in praise both in this world, a_nd throughout
eternity. Let us one and ali join in this common
cause and work while it is_day for thé night
swiftly cometh when our on}*\l}c “511 be o'er.

. ugger.
(Bible Advocate, page 741, October 29, 1918.)

REPORT OF THE STATE CONFERENCE OF
THE CHURCH OF GOD IN MICHIGAN.

The fifty-seventh annual conference .of the

Church of God was held at White Cloud, Sep-
tember 27-30. 1917. .
, A L3 0 *

Whereas, It is increasingly apparent that the
ministry of our religious body is growing old, and
the consequent danger of drifting away from the
truth on the part of our younger generation is
correspondingly increased; and

Whereas, We wish to conserve that which
God has committed to our care, and preserve it
from loss; and

Whereas, The exigencies of the momentous
times in which we live are appealing strongly for
a united front on the part of the soldiers of the
cross; and .

Whereas, After careful investigation of the
doctrines held by Seventh Day Baptist, and
several years of association with them in their
religious meetings, we find that their body and
ours are essentially one in doctrine and aim; and

Whereas, It is our firm belief that a complete
union and, affiliation with the above stated body
of believers will result in no loss to ourselves, but
will rather provide the possibilities of much

e
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Acanes vias held,
# gaip + --v +hat nn confo

mutual A and radound to the ~lor: ~f Gnd in the advancamenk of
His cause, thercfore,

1. Resolved, that the Michiran Church of G249 cmmower th-» nresident,

Dr. J.C. Pranch to act for thom in anv lezal nrocadure necessaryv for the

transferonce of church nrorortv, and that then such legal transforonce of

church promerty shall have lren mas, -y» henc~forthbe known as Scventh
DayBantists.
(Sabbath Tocor® nage 562, "ntnh~r 29, 1917)

An Open Tattnr ka Prather AN.Duager, Bditor and Business
Managnr of_tha Rible A7vocat~, Stanbrrrv, Mo,

White Cloud, Michigan, Octibry 21, 1918. My dear brother Digger;
After reading the ronort of the so-called 57th Michigan Annual
Crnfarence and veonr ciqned stateusnt 6 what is puroorted to be the
facts vegarding thne action ~Ff +he Scvonth Nay Bantist AMual Confermnce
at Mortanville, Fansas, rreontlv hold, T takn the librrty to call veur
attartion to scmwe of the fartr in thr 2as~ ~hat yourself and the
rcaders of the Bible Advoratn mav nmnt be 1oft in the dark concerning
them.

Pleasn notn that the Michican Tonfarcnce of the Church of God was
a charterred institotion with rul~s and reaulatinng anncxed, the same
being Adishandnd and annulled by vote of the confrrence one year ago,
since which time no such orcanization in Michigan has existed.

Also, that to oxist, theve iust be the recularly or duly elected
o fficers of Precidont, Vice-"residcnt, S~cretary, Troacurer, cxocutive
comaittee, ete., none of which have @lected or dning businoss for the
Church of Ced during the last yerar,so that the statement that such 57th
Annual Confercnce of the Church of God has convened as reported is
misleading and untrue, Bv

du reeem

as it was cal

-riad by vourself ano

it was

:ch
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*hi=, T Ao n~t ca, that n~ confeornen was held, but that, if hnald, it was
\ _)// purrly a rew nrgani-~ation. |
\ It vas mislra”ing when wvou =tate that a* the Jamt Seventh Day 'y

o iy
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zﬁwfd““aﬂ) l}

ﬂ m‘ﬁ Rantist! fencral Confercnce hrld at Nortenville, Taneas, that it was ;

T ﬂ. o Q{ qgggvdgguly,lggﬂﬁ b that bedv that they idn the cnuneil of the
'q'é' Federation ofi, i1n Amrvwﬂﬁ) from thr fact that the general |
|

snicrence va“'*n\n a mewher! ard had been for several years, Tt diad
hnvevnr vote to enntinue its Ih”WhPYFHW“ in the counail, with the
erxnress understarding that n ?1*~H"1a+1ﬂn rnlative to Sundav observance
cshould he enackced by tha nnnnﬁ31‘anﬂ that tha strictest autonomy be
granted to cach individual chur~h as tﬁ}whrther it should hold itg é
rembership with the council. The churnches at\“anqor and White Cloud, !
resolution voted as not favorable togsucb membership, are @
of the council, as are others ﬂoinq{the same in the o
denomination. W

[t was misleading to state that the Seventh Day Baptist church at

Bangor had resented such mnve of their Gcneral Confevence, and sinee
withvarm from ths organicaticon., 'Tad von stated the whole truth rocarding
~aid that »n account of misrenresentations

this matt-r, vou -would havn
matr reaarding tha acticns Af th- Goreral Coundil, khat seven membrrs

T — 5.
LTRSS the “ahﬁdv rHuth Jnine? the e Chuveeh of Gra" at Toquin (not Rangor, i

" 1 .Uvu e et e
CLiua;lk but as it nrw anpears in the vﬁhﬁvt, onm~ wul”? aonclude that the entire
T‘}& church a* RBangor had withAravm while the facts are that none bhave {T

9,,«
served noticne of withdrawal ecxaent 1.C. Pennell.
Tt was unfair ard mizloalira En state that sevaral of the mombers

casdtze :
QW'LA(At4 of thr church at White Clnud had nlara® their namrs with the church at

;

r‘{¥!{Ll Bangor when it is woll-known that mush new nrganization was macde at ol

1ﬁ”7wa“’ Toguin and that nn such chuvah organization now cvists at Bangor. Also ‘}

&W&%}H that no mention of such a Confrerence was rade to any member of the church,
L]

at White Cloud ent a belated? mantion am given in the Advocate and
as it was carried by vourself and
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M. C. Pennell to members of the White Cloud
Church who live fifty miles distant, and where
one of its resident members was visiting. Would
it hot have been fairer and more in keeping with
trdth to have said that out of a membership of
120 of the Seventh Day Baptists at White Cloud,
that a few of its non-resident members had been
constrained to withdraw and place their memben-
ship with the “New Church of God at Toquin”?
It was misleading and untrue to state that
three ministers who were recognized and creden-

tialed by the Baptist Church last year had also

joined the Church of God, as the facts are that
_these men were all given Credentials, if they
have them, by the Church of God prior to its
disolution, same being signed by me, and no
minister has as yet veceived his Credentials from
the Seventh Day Baptist General Conference, ex-
. cept as voted on at the recent Conference held
at Nortonville.

The whole truth is far better than a half
truth, as a half truth is no truth at all, but is
an avenue that often leads to conjecture and the
darkest error.

It is well known in Michigan, that for the last
five years there has been a desire for greater
harmony among Sabbath keeping Christians, be-
lieving that their labors would be more effective
in so doing. inasmuch as they were all agreed up-
on the essentinls of salvation, and the differvences
between Sabbath-keepers generally was not more
than the differences between the membership of
the Church of God on non-essentials, and the
matter has been talked freely at Conference, at
firesides, and a mention made in the papers that
a Sabbath Keepers Association had been organiz-
ed in Michigan, the purpose of which was for
more harmony, and more efficient work among
Sabbath keepers. This matter was talked to you
at your visit at White Cloud some two or three
years ago, and you did not at that time seem
to oppose the idea.

Later on a union of the membership of the
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“with the Gene

Church of God in Michigan was had with the
Seventh Day Baptists, with the express under-
standing that no surrender of thought, of prin-
ciple or of doctrine was being made, but that the
Bible and that alone should be the guide for both
faith and practice among these united Sabbath
keeping believers. Mention was" made to anyone
who was desirous to know, but no campaign by
letter or otherwise was made outside the State of
Michigan, to induce others to follow the move-

ment, and as the Church of God in Michigan had

not for some X

s-hefl 1ii_any mafner ¢onnected
neral Co e, it did not in such
~actioridetract froni the work of the General Con-
ference, and was not in any manner amenable
to it.

The President of the “New Church of God in
Michigan” was also present and coincided in the
harmonious action, and was later made the Pastor
of the S. D. Baptist Church at Bangor, declaring
himself vocally and by letter to be in accord with
the action, and promising his best efforts in carry-
ing on the work in his part of the field.

Imagine the surprise when it is learned that
by invitation or other reason, that the Editor of
the Bible Advocate is in the state, that a 57th
Annual Contference (so-called) of the Church of
God in Michigan was to be held in the Gleancrs
Hall, at Toquin, a little rural community a short
distance from Bangor (the splendid little church
at Bangor being unoccupied at the same time)
and that prior to the commencement of such Con-
fevence that a bargain was had whereby the
President of the new Conference to be held, was
to work on a stipulated salary, and money to the
amount of One Hundred Dollars had been turned
over to him by order of yourself to start him in
the work, notwithstanding the fact that he had
previously agreed with the S. D, Baptists to put
in a part of his time as their Pastor in territory
adjacent to Bangor, (Toquin included) and had
after receiving the One Hundréd Dollars from
you, received by mail Fifty Dollars from the S. D.
—_13 —

-T0T V-



Baptist Missionary Board under his agreement

with them (same being returned some time later),

also the surprise in learning that yourself and
i \ M. C. Pennel, the new President, had together
H \ made a trip to Jennison, where two families of the
! : White Cloud Church resided, this being done im-
" mediately prior to the convening of the New Con-
ference, and the numerous copies of the Bible
‘Advocate, not asked for, that have recently been
received by the membership of the S. D. Baptist
Church in Michigan, these all being marked as
paid in advance, and consider also my surprise
when I recently received from Bro. M. C. Pennell
a letter in which he states that you told him that
you wrote to me at one time, asking me what I
thought about the matter of employing him (M, C.
Pennell) to act as state evangelist, and that my
answer to you was that he was “no good,” and
that I advised you to get someone clse, when as
a matter of fact my answer to you was to the
effect that until he had been tried and proved
that I did not approve of his being sent out as
State Evangelist, and this answer was made to
you in CONFIDENCE, and in response to your
letter. In this matter I feel that I have been
betrayed and misrepresented.

All of the above can easily be construed to be
done with a desire to disrupt the harmony and
good feeling among Sabbath keeping Christians
in Michigan, and is not the kind of harmony that
g we have been seekng after. This petty way of
. trying to organize and increase the membership
o of the New Church just formed, by pulling down

! and disorganizing a membership in Michigan that
. has dwelt in comparative peace and harmony,
E SMACKS too loud of the spirit of which Chris-

tians better beware,

And now, after looking this matter all over,
and taking your statement that the harvest is so
great, and the laborers so few, if we are living
s0 close to the coming of the Lord as is pointed

B 3y T T TR TN TSN 8 TSR

n
i
M

out by you, would we not better consecrate all to
é’ the Master, put away strife and discords, harmon-
. — 14 —
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ize with other Christians, and humble ourselves
under the mighty hand of God.

There is room for all, even in Michigan t}_lere
are fields untouched, where the truth of God might
be carried to people who are starving, and it is for
this purpose that the union of Sabbath keeping
Christians in Michigan was intended. I am not
opposing the Church of God, neither the Gener_al
Conference of the Church of God, and have in
former years been a contributor in many ways to
it, but the action of this “new organization,” and
the report and comments made by yourself re-
garding it, and of the General Conference recently
held at Nortonville, Kansas, are so misleading and
so untrue that I cannot refrain or hold my peace
any longer, and ask you to publish this letter in
Bible Advocate, and enclose Two Dollars to help
in the publication of the same.

Oh, for a closer walk with God,
A calin and heavenly frame,
A light to shine upon the road,
That leads us to the Lamb.
tespectfully,
Dr. J. C. Branch.
(Private,) P. 8. In case of your declining
to publish this letter, you will please return it, and
I will seek other sources of publication, but pre-
fer to have it published in Bible Abvocate.—
Dr, J. C. B. )
(Evangel of Hope and Bible Banner, page
3, November, 1918.) T T

REPLY FROM A. N. DUGGER TO
DR. J. C. BRANCH.

. Stanberry, Mo., November 6, 1918,
Dr. J. C. Branch:

Dear Brother:—Your open letter of October
31st to me at hand, which of course would not be
wise to publish in the Bible Advocate, and there-
fore.I am returning it to you, and also the $2.00
which you inclose to assist with the printing of

—15 —
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the same. I would have admitted your open
letter into)the columns of the paper just as
quickly without the $2.00 anyway, if I considered
s it proper reading matter for the many new con-
P \ verts, as well as four or five hundred others who
oo \are not members of the church. As far as the
A older members of the church are concerned I
o .would just as soon they would read the letter as
not, and then the reply for explanation which I
. should have to follow it with. You are not view-
ing things from a true light, but no doubt are
perfectly honest in your convictions.
You see we are using the Bible Advocate for
a missionary paper, and are therefore keceping
from its columns everything with the appearance
of strife and contention, as this spirit will des-
troy spirituality, and cause those who are inves-
tigating the truths of the word to become dis-
couraged. I trust that you will understand me,
and agree that for the good of the message of
truth in the world, it would be best to keep down
all strife and contention. '
For the purpose of explaining to you the true
facts in the case, relative to some of the state-

i ments you make in this letter, I wish to add that
i as to paragraph No. 2, that the Michigan Con-
i ference of the Church of God was abandoned, and

that said church, by reason of their uniting with
.the S. D. Baptists ceased to exist, and that the
conference which was held was therefore not the
5Tth annual conference, but that it would really
be the 1st conference. If you will investigate the
Mighigzm laws regarding one church organization
uniting with another, you will find that before
such action is legal, you would have to advertise
in the religious papers of each church, as well as
other papers, a certain length of time, that this
union was to be attempted at such a time and
place. This you did not do, and people of the
Church of God in Michigan, were supposedly taken
into the S. D. Baptist Church, not only against
their will, but not even knowing that such a move
was anticipated.

— 16 —
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Regarding the statement you made of the
S. D. Baptists not voting to join the Federation,
but voting to remain a member of the Federation
of churches, this is very similar, and the same
fact remains that by reason of this voting at
their last conference they are now a unit with
the Federation. That they had voted to join the
Federation was the idea that I had, and it was
gotten from a letter received by one of their
members at the Bangor church, from the Secre-
tary, only a few days after I had arrived in
Michigan. You are very wrong in your state-
ment that because of misrepresentations made on
the account of this action seven members of the
Bangor church joined the Church of God. It was
not because of any misrepresentations at all, for

the same fact remained either way that they were

in the Federation. The facts are that the Bangor
church (Pastor and officers) with the exception

of two or three members joined the Church of

God, to be known as the Bangor church. It is
not necessary nor legally required for anyone to

serve notice that they have united with another-

church before they are released from the former,
and become members of the latter. )

The statement was altogether correct that
certain members of the White Cloud Church had
also united with the Church at Bangor, for it
was a fact, and a church at Bangor existed by
virtue of the consent and wish of the brethren
at Bangor, who were formerly members of the
Church of God there. It would have been entire-
ly incorrect to have said, what you say should
have been said in paragraph No, 6, viz. “That out
of a membership of 120 of-the Seventh Day Bap-
tists at White Cloud that a few of its non-resi-
dence members had been constrained to with-
draw.” In the first place there are not 120 mem-
bers at White Cloud, as this statement ‘of yours
reads. You may have meant it all right, but you
should have said, “The Seventh Day Baptist
Church,” The word church is left out, and as
many, of these 120 live in other places there are
e . P L e ——
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not 120 Seventh Day Baptists at White Cloud.
And further more the word “constrained” is
wrong as there was no constraining done. Every-
- body acted according to their own pleasure in this
matter, and several of the members of the Seventh
Day’ Baptlst Church at White Cloud, had joined —
Tthe “Church of God at Stanberry, wluntauly,'ﬁ'y
Tletter several months before I made my trip to
‘Michigan, and one of the members of the Seventh
Day Baptist Church wrote me requesting that I

come to Michigan several moiiths before I went,”

and sent $5.00-to lielp pay my way there.

And about these three ministers who weve
considered members of the Seventh Day Baptist
Church, uniting with the Church of God, this is
an absolute truth, and their names iwere every
one in the report of the Conference there in 1917,
as having been granted credentials, and one of
them that I know of afterwards received a card
signed by yourself,

. You state that the veason of the Church of
God there uniting with the Seventh Day Baptists
was that better effort might be put forth in ad-
vancing the truth. This motive is certainly all
right and the move would have been for the best
if it had of resulted that way, but it did not.
And instead the doctrines of the S. D. B. were
being talked among the former people who were
members of the Church of God, until some of
them (one that I know of in particular), who for
many years had been in the faith, was now tired
of hearing the doctrine of the Second Coming of
_Christ.
were also being tatked by their ministers includ-
ing the “Immortal Soul,” “The burning Hell, and
Endless Torment,” “The Sky Kingdom” which
does away with the necessity of Christ’s coming
ete.

Elder M. C. Pennell really thought that bj'
being a member of that Church he could get out
into the field and preach the gospel more than he

—_ 18 —

Other doctrines obnoxious to the Bible -

had been able to do before. But knowing well
that he would not preach such doctrine as the
above, and after a year’s time, they had made no
effort to use him in the work, only just preaching
to the home church, which was not as you well
know, carrying the gospel to those in darkness,

When I arrived there he was just ready to go

to the government Barracks near Battle Creek,
to work by the day to support his” family, and
pay some debts that were pressing him, which
were made through sickness. He is a man that
has made a great study of the Bible, and is an
able speaker, and such talent should not be wasted
building bauacks or in manual labor of any kmd
when as you say there are many fields open in
Michigan and untouched with the message. Why
did the S. D. Baptists allow this? They were
doing nothing to prevent it. They did not want
him for an evangelist for he would not preach
these old traditions, which are relics of the.dark
ages, some of which are named above. I drrive

on the scene just in time to turn a talented man
from worldly occupation, into the harvest field
of God which is ripe for harvest, and instead of
condemning me for it, anyone with the love of
the message of truth at heart, would be glad of
such a move. Please think over these things just
a little more, and take the matter to God in pray-

_er, with nothing in the world in mind, but God’s

message and the spread of the truth.

Just because of feelings of animosity toward
certain brethren in the work, you should not allow
this to detract your interest.from the Lord’s
message in your state. The Lord is in the mes-
sage of the Church of God,"dnd"it"is going to

* go to Michigan in power, ‘as wel] as$ to every other

corner of the globe. It is the true doctrine of
Jehovah, and the Almighty is in the move, and

‘no power under heaven can.stay his. hand It

has got to go, and regardless of every obstac]e it
is going to go.

Trusting that you will view thmgs ina little
different light, and that we may ﬁnal!y all meet

- 19— . .
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n the kingdom of God, where we will understand

each other perfectly, and dwell in peace forever,
AY

\ Your Brother in his name,
, A, N. Dugger.

AN OPEN REPLY TO A LETTER FROM BRO.
A. N. DUGGER, NOVEMBER, 6, 1918,
FROM DR. J. C. BRANCH.

FOREWORD. The reader is invited, if in-

‘terested to take up again Advocate, number 26

of October 29, 1918, and read what is purported
to be a “Report of the Michigan Conference,” on
page 739, also in same number, on page 741, read
the editorial under the caption, “Seventh Day Bap-
tists Join the Federal Council,” and notice the on-
slought made on the Baptists, and the damaging
statements made concerning the actions of the
two Baptist Churches at White Cloud and Bangor,
The reader will then turn to Evanget of Hope and
Bible Buanner, November issue, 1918, on page 3,
and note how that every attempt at disparage-
ment was answered, said veply being first sent to
the Advocate in which the onslought was made,
but which was refused place in its columns, Next
take up Advocate, number 51, December 3, 1918,
under caption, “About the Federation, and Pub-
lished by Request,” (which was sent for publica-
tion by someone, I know not who) and which
quotes from the Resolutions of the Conference of
the Seventh Day Baptists, held at Nortonville,
Kansas, in August, 1918, and which shows the
true attitude of that people in their union with
the Federation, and which completely refutes the
intention and statements as made in the editorial
of October 29th, as referred to. Though the an-
swer made by me, was refused in the Advocate,
the Editor did under date Nov. 6, 1918, write me
a personal letter in which he stated that it was
refused because he did not consider it wise to
publish it in Bible Advocate because of the many
new converts, and about 500 others who were not
— 20 -

members of the church, but he did send it by

letter postage to a good many readers of the
Advocate, and in his issue of January 14th, 1919,
advertises the letter on page 64, and asks for ad-
dresses of those wishing it (new converts or old
I suppose) and says he will gladly mail it to them.
References to the doctrines of the Seventh:Day
Baptist Church are also made in the January 14th
issue, which will be mentioned in the following
letter. . :

AN OPEN REPLY.

, White Cloud, Michigan, Jan. 16, 1919,
A. N. Dugger.
Stanberry, Mo. :
Dear Brother:—I have received yours of
Nov. 6, 1918, have noted its contents, admissions,
statements, etc., and now ask why, since you have
admitted that the Conference held at Toquin was
not the 57th Annual, but really the First Annual
Conference, that this error may not be published
in the Advocate, the same paper in which you
made such erroneous statements? Would not
new converts and others be glad to know that
when wrong and misleading statements were
made, that its Editor was willing to make proper
corrections ?
You state that I am not viewing things from
a true light, but that I am no doubt honest in my
convictions. Also mention somethung regarding
Brother Pennell, which you say was reflected in
a wrong light in my letter in the “Evangel,” .And
(referring to Brother Pennell, I suppose) you say
in paragraph 9, that just because of ._.JIMOSITY
toward certain brethren in the work, I should not
allow this to detract my interest from the Lord’s
message in our state. Animosity is a large word,

“and according to Webster is defined as “Violent

Hatred.” This is a serious charge, and if true
would be fruitful of dire results, and it is but

_right that the truth be fully revealed, whether in

word, act or deed. And you are hereby asked to
meet mae at Bangor, before the Church, and before
— 21 —
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Brother Pennell or anyone else to whom you refer,
and present your charges with such positive
\ proofs as you may have in the case, showing what
\¥ou have said to be the truth. WILL YOU DO
IT? Honest in my convictions you say, but work-
‘ing through ANIMOSITY, or violent hatred.

And now Brother Dugger, since it has be-
come l;nown that it was on that quiet little walk
down in the woods with Brother Pennell, that ar-
rangements were made that he work for the Gen-
eral Conference of the Church of God, when you
were well aware of the fact that he was doing
service in his local Church for the Seventh Day
Baptists at Two Hundred Dollars a year (and
which did not interfere or prevent him in his daily
or regular work,) will you tell us what inducement.
was used to sever this agreement, other than the
$50.00 2 month that you offered him for his
services?

You speak of the Michigan Laws relating to
the consolidation of uniting of two or more
churches, and say that we should have advertised
tlie matter in the religious paper of each church
1 certain length of time, but you do not state that
the report of the proposed action of the church in
Michigan, \_Vlth a report of the doings of the Con-
ference entire was sent to you for publication, and
the columns of the Advocate closed against such
report, which was true. Reference is made to
the Annual Conference of the Church of God in
Mlch.lgan, 1917, whep a resolution was passed that
provided for the union of the several churches in
Michigan with the Seventh Day Baptists at a
later_date, each church to act separately in the
matter, and T was appoinfed to meet With the

several churches, take a vote on the matter with

them, arrange a transfer of their property if con-- ,

sented to, after which the church would be known

as Seventh Day Baptists. This report of Con-

ference was refused a place in the columns of the

Advocate. The report was later published in

Evangel of Hope and Bible Banner, and I did go

personally and meet the several churches who
2D
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‘were members of the Michigan Conference, and
each for themselves, united with the Seventh Day
Baptist Church. Thus, the very thing for which
you criticise us, you are responsible for withhold-
ing from your readers. .
You have admitted to me that the Conference
held at Toquin was not the 57th Annual Confer-
ence of the Church of God in this state, but was
the First Annual, so then, the business you tran-
sacted at that meeting as being of the 57th Annual
Conference was illegal, as no such Conference was
held, and all election of officers and other business
done was also illegal and comes to naught, and
your statement that members of the Church of
‘God were taken into the S. D. Baptist Church
against their will, and without any knowledge of
the act, is without foundation. All your refer-
-ences to these matters are uncalled for, as every-

- thing done was open, except as you denied them

space in the Advocate.

All the articles of faith of the S. D. Baptists
were read and discussed separately at the 1917
Conference held at White Cloud, which was the
57th Annual Conference, and approved, and it was
there understood that we sacrificed nothing in
the proposed change, as we are asked to believe
nothing except as we are taught from the Bible,
which does not harmonize with your statements
in Circular Letter, and in Advocate of January
14th, 1919.

It is a well known fact that since the year
1671, the Seventh Day Baptists have advocated in
America, the true Sabbath of the Bible, and that
they are to a large degree responsible for the
progress it has made in this and other countries
of the world, and because they have to a large
.extent made this their message to the world, it
does not follow, and it is not a fact that they have
not progressed in other truths of the Bible. I

‘have positive proof that many of their members™

_and their ministei's as well, beliéve and teach the
-coming of Christ, Restitution, and -other kindred
‘truths which are now held in common among

— 23 —
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Churistians of various denominations, and I venture
- the statement here and now, that if a member of

the S. D. Baptist Church, or every member of

-that Church should make application to you today

for membership in the Church of God, that you
\would not place them under any test, except the

Yollowing, which is quoted from Advocate of

December 10, 1918, page: 837, and reads as

. follows:

“Question.—Is the church covenant the enly
written test of church fellowship, with the Church
of God. .

“Answer, The church covenant reads, ‘We
do hereby covenant-together, to keep the com-
mandments of God, and the faith of Jesus, taking

+ the Bibl the Bible only, for the manner of
our counsel, and \the rule of faith and practice
in all things pertaining to God, our Father, and

His Son Jesus Christ.” This is the only test of
fellowship with the Church of God that we ever
heard of.

“Question. Does the Church of God make
any other unwritten doctrinal test of member-
ship?

“Answer. No, it does not.”

From the above we have positive proof that
it is not regarded by you as so serious a matter
as to the beliefs of the individual who makes

application for membership, so long ag they sub- T \

scribe_to the Church covenant as quoted above, !

aG%iDg'i;/e their membership to the “CHURCH OF *
Is it not a fact that there are in the Church
of God in your own, and other western states,
a great variety of opinions on various subjects of
the Bible? Even on some of the very subjects
you have mentioned in your Questions and An-
swers in Advocate of January 14, 1919. I ask, are
they united? These with many other subjects,
as “‘Pre-existence of Christ,” “Resurrection of the
Wicked,” “Flat Earth,” “Day-line,” “Two Horned
Beast,” etc., ete,, ete,, etc., are the Church of God
united? Are they, I say? And because they are
— 2 —

not, are you having any serious times and disrupt-
ed churches on this account? I hope not, surely.
I now quote from the Seventh Day Baptist
Hand Book, page 35, which is the Church covenant
of that people, and was adopted in 1880.
“ARTICLE 1st. We agree to keep the com-
mandments of God, and walk in the faith of Jesus.
“ARTICLE 2nd. To take thé Bible as our
guide of faith and practice, ’
“ARTICLE Srd. To watch over each other
for good, to the intent that we may be built up
together in Christ, grow in grace and a further
knowledge of truth, and be instrumental in bring-

_ing men to a saving knowledge of our Lord and

Saviour, Jesus Christ.

“ARTICLE 4th. To cheerfully attend the
appointments, and bear the burdens and expenses
of the church, according as God may give severally
the ability.”

The above is all there is to it, and does not
in any material way differ from the one used by

the Church of God as quoted by yourself, each

asking of its members to keep the commandments
of God, and the faith of Jesus, and to take the
Bible as our guide of faith and practice.

Have you thought how easy it would be for

all Sabbath keeping people to come together on
these debated questions, if they were united in one
bond of fellowship, and the love of God as the one
guiding influence. The Church of God in Michigan
had for five years, been working to this end, had
confined the matter wholly within this state, be-
lieving then, and still believe, that it was God’s
svork, acting in good faith, when lo, and behold,
as thunder out of a clear sky, comes your issue of
October 29, 1918, with repeated damaging stéite-
ments then and since, which are only partly true,
with no opportunity for answer, only as had by
letter, or other printed papers.
, I can give testimony, that my membership
jwith the Seventh Day Baptists has been very
i cordial, and I preach the same doctrines as I have
vhevetofore preached, and shall continue to do so,
—_ 25 —
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unless these are changed by a stud i
which is my rule of faithyand prfl{c:if:et.he ?1!2:1’
happy -for the change I have made, and love
,__ha_rmpny and union flow together, Let no oné
. thgnk that salvation comes by securing a member-
% ship with this, that, or the other Church but that
| s':scl;m'ch memtpf;rship can only help us, v'/hen used
¢+ as a means of harmony, and fellowship. i
hope to do, by the help of God. owship. - This I
“Come holy spirit heavenly dove,
. With all thy quickening powers, - ..
Kindle a flame of sacred love, ..
In these cold hearts of ours.”
Yours in Christian lovg,
. Dr. J. C. Branch.
(Evangel of Hope and Bible Banner, page 56,

v

February, 1919.)

QUESTION CORNER.

Question:—What is the difference betwes
the Seven apti ¥ roht
e s th Day Baptist Church and the Church

Answer:—There is as much differe -
tween the two churches outside of the §f§b£§h
question as there is between the Church of God
and the common First Day Baptist Church, ané
to give the difference in detail with the scriptural
reasons would require much space. The follow-
ing, however, are a few of the main differences,

The Seventh Day Baptists believe and teach
that man is by nature immortal, while the Church
of God believes and the Bible teaches that man is.
mortal, and that immortality is not a natural con-
dition, but a condition to be sought for and acquir-
ed through the gospel at the resurrection, 2 Tim.
1:10; Rom. 2:1, and 1 Cor. 15:51 to 55. ©

The S. D. B. believe and teach that J udgment
takes place at death, while the Church of God be-
lieve as the Bl_blq says, “He hath appointed a day
in which he will judge the world in righteousness.
by that man whom he hath ordained: whereof he:

— 26 — po

hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath
raised him from the dead.” Acts 17:31. And
also that Christ will judge the quick and dead at
His appearing and His kingdom.” 2 Tim. 4:1,
The 8. D. B. believe that when a good man
dies he goes to heaven. The Church of God does

_not believe that good men go to heaven at death,

for David was a man after God’s own heart, and
the Holy Spirit tells us in Acts 2:34, that David
had not at that time ascended to heaven, and he
had been dead over a thousand years. When
Jesus was resurrected he went to heaven, and He
told the apostles that where He went they could

. not come, John 13:33. As none of the apostles

have ascended to heaven, we do not believe that
anybody does. .

The S. D. Baptists believe that the wicked

sinners go to Hell when they die, the Church of
God tedch that this would be impossible as they
are not judged until the appointed day.when
Christ comes, and if people were put in Hell be-
fore they were judged, innocent persons might be
‘victims of unjust punishment.
) The 8. D. Baptists believe and teach, that all
the wicked are finally tormented throughout all
eternity in a burning lake of fire in which they
will remain alive and conscious, and have eternal
life, in agony, torture, and perpetual suffering.
“The Church of God believe “that the wages of sin
is death.” Rom. 6:23. And not eternal life in
torment. That when the wicked are cast into the
Jake of fire atter the general judgment it will be
“the second death,” as it says in Rev, 21:18, and
ot eternal life in torture. The Bible says also
that the wicked will be left neither root nor
branch, Mal. 4:1; they will be ashes under the
righteous’ feet, verse 3; they shall be devoured
as stubble fully dry, Nah. 1:10; and shall be left
neither root nor branch, Obadiah 16,

The S. D. B. believe that the Kingdom of God
was established on the earth, the day of Pentecost
:33 A. D,, while the Church of God believe that it
is yet a future event. Before Jesus ascended to
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heaven he declared a series of events that would
take place after he left, among which was the
scattering of the Jewish. people among all the
nations of the earth,-and that Jerusalem would
be trodden down by the Gentiles, that there would
be distress of nations and a troubled world, and
that when these things came to pass we would

know that the Kingdom of God was near at hand. .

Luke 21:24 to 31, Jerusalem has been trodden
down by the Gentiles until Dec. 1917, and through
great distress of nations, it has been reclaimed
and the fig tree (The Jewish nation) is now be-
ginning to bloom and put forth her leaves, there-
fore the Kingdom of God is near at hand.

The S. D. Baptists believe that the righteous:
ascend to heaven and remain there forever, while
the Church of God believe gs Christ said, “The

* meek shall inherit the earth.,” Matt. 5:5. That
the righteous will never be removed, Prov. 10:31,
and that “The kingdom and dominion and great-
ness of the kingdom under the whole heaven shall
be given to the saints of the Most High, whose
kingdom is an everlasting kingdom.” Dan. 7:27.

The S. D. B. believe that the righteous go to
heaven at death, therefore they do not believe in
the literal, personal, visible return of Christ to
the earth, as they cannot comprehend its necessity
and are not looking for His soon coming. The
Church of God believe that Christ will come
personq]ly to the earth at the end of this age and
that His coming is near, and they are watching
phe fulfillment of prophecy that they will not be
in darkness, “Ye brethren are not in darkness that
that day come upon thee as a thief.” 1 Thess.
5:4. “If therefore, thou shalt not watch, I will
come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know
what hour I will come upon thee.” Rev. 3:3.

The S. D. B. do not consider the prophecies of
Daniel or the Revelations of Jesus as important,
and are not interested in the Signs of our Times,
The Church of God believe and teach the impor-
tance of all of these prophecies, and according to
divine admonition are endeavoring to prepare the

—_— 28 —

world for the Second Coming of Christ, as John
the Baptist did his first coming. X
The S. D. B. do not believe in the Restitution

“age or the reign of Christ upon the earth. The

Church of God believe that Christ will reign upon
David’s throne, Luke 1:32, 83, that David’s throne
was on the earth, and that his throne neéver was
in heaven, Acts 2:29, 34. The Bible declares
further that Christ will reign one thousand years,
Rev. 20:4, 6, and that he will reign on the earth,
chapter 5:10. See also Isa. 9:6, 7; chapter 11:
4t0 9, and 1 Cor. 15:22 to 28.
(Bible Advocate, page, 62, Jan. 14, 1919.)

A REPLY.

A thrust made by the Editor of The Bible
Advocate of January 14, 1919. On page 52
Andrew N. Dugger presumes to become the ex-
ponant of the doctrinal belief of Seventh Day
Baptists.

As his arguments upon points of difference
are based upon the naturd of man, we beg to
remind him that the Bible nowhere intimates that
man’s salvation, or his spiritual welfare, in any
way depends upon his belief or disbelief in so-
calied natural immortality. There are many who
hold both views among Seventh Day Baptist, and
they are living and working together in perfect
harmony.

We would respectfully refer the Brother to
the Seventh Day Baptist Hand Book, page 35 to
38 wherein the exposes of faith, adopted by the
General Conference in 1880, in this he will find
that his labored effort to create dissention falls
flat, as there Seventh Day Baptists strongly ex-
press their belief in both the resurrection, and
final judgment.

Any one with a smatering of the history of
Seventh Day Baptists know that they have al-
ways believed in, and taught, the blessed, Scrip-
tural doctrine of the Second Comind of our Lord.

— 20
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Furthermore, no one has the authority to say,
nor can truthfully say that Seventh Day Baptists
do not consider the prophecies of Daniel or the
Revelations of Jesus as important, and are not
interested in the signs of the times.

As Seventh Day Baptist ministers, we protest
against such misrepresentation.

(Signed:) M. B. Kelley,

C. W. Threlkeld,
H. D. Clark,
G. W. Lewis,
L. J. Branch,
J. H. Hurley,
J. T. Davis,
Henry N, Jordan,
! J. C. Branch,
' 0. 8. Mills, -
M. A. Branch, -
Muusters of the Seventh Day Baptxst Church
- We herewith apend the expose of faith as re-
corded in the Seventh Day Baptist Hand Book

page 35 to 38.
COVENANT.
ART. 1st. We agree to keep the command-

v ments of God, and walk in the faith of Jesus.
AR

2nd, To take the Bible as our guide

. of faith and practice.
ART.

3rd. To watch over each other for
food, to the intent that we may be built up to-
gethex in Christ, grow in grace and a further
knowledge of the truth, and be instrumental in
bringing men to a saving knowledge of our Lord
and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

ART. 4th. To cheerfully attend the appoint-. .

ments and bear the burdens and expenses of the
church, according as God may give us severally
the abxhty
EXPOSE OF FAITH AND PRACTICE.
Adopted by the Seventh Day Baptist General

* Conference at its annual session in 1880.

1. O
‘We believe in one God, self-existent infinite

" in wisdom, power, justlce, and goodness, the

— 30 —

. Psalms 2:7.

Creator and Governor of all things. 1 Tim, 1:

1 to 17.
- II. OF CHRIST .
We believe that Christ possessed both a
divine and human nature, and was therefore both
the Son of God and the son of man. Matt, 1:1;

1. OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, whose office

- was to inspire the prophets and apostles, as the

instructors of men, with knowledge of the mind
of God, and who is the regenerator and sancti-
fier of men through the truth. John 14:26;
2 Peter 1:21,

IV. OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES.

We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and
New Testament were inspired by the holy Spirit,
and that the% are a perfect rule of faith and
practice. 1: 1 2 Tim. 3:16.

OF MAN.

We believe that man possesses a two-fold
nature—physical and spiritual, that he was creat-
ed holy, but that by transgxessxon he fell, and so
came under condemnation: that in order to be
saved he must be born again, and that this
salvation is the gift of God. 2 Cor, 4:16; Rom.
7:22; Eph. 3:16; Col. 3:10; 1 Pet. 3:4; Gen. 1:26.

VI. OF HEIRSHIP AND ETERNAL LIFE.

We believe when one is constituted a child of
God he becomes an heir of eternal life,  Acts
26:17; Rom. 8:14 to 18; Gal. 8

VI OF REPENTANCE I‘AITH AND

BAPTISM.

We believe it to be the duty of all men to
repent, believe in Christ the Saviour, and be
bapttlzzci Matt. 28:19; Luke 24:42; Acts 2:
38 to .

VIII. OF THE LORD'S SUPPER.

We beieve the Lord’s Supper an ordinance of
religion to be perpetuated in the church. Matt.
26:26; 1 Cor, 11:23 to

IX. OF THE SABBATH
We believe the seventh day to be the Sabbath
— 81 —
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. a 4] @ F‘! ﬁ T vt 73 5 &a "; e i TIME and condiinns erase memoncs, and it 15 for this srason that 1 desire
. B ‘U o v oy & LV 3 to write what 1 shall call 3 memoranda of what | cun rememher of the
. . .. . past, and what 1 have been rald by thse wha were older than 1, as | wras
(f : born in the year 1802, and reference will be made to somie things that occurred

. * befure that time. N
T() HAVE RNOAWN Flder Gilbery Cranmer &t dnv time during bix fife.
. and expecially in his carlier Cheati nominssiry, is to have known one o
k4 the met pocerfui and eloguens nomisiers of b div. Though 1 was ther

. very youne, § baoe 2 aivid recollection of B and bis earhy work in Michizaa:
L’i EMORANDA . and fr.m what I Enow ard Fave Nesrd, 1 am sure that ot was he wha in 3
. : jarge away was respomsible f.r the s seon wurk . our State, rosultice i she
of the-Seventh Day Baptist Chugch osganizating of churches in the following places, namely: S averly, Al
e : s Ciebles, Bluomingdate, Hanford, Casco, Kibby's, flamilten, Weet Qi .
. Jof White Cloud, Michigan . and utiet places avhers arounps of convers were Thving. .

* Elder Crantmier way one who survned the sheck and disoppoinrmen: tha
folloneg the 1833 mesemeni, when vere mans peaple believed and had tauzs:
' : that the Losd was due to fome to earth in that year. and went out to mes:
. - i him. Some of these zme up thelr (ath, ethers ke bider Cranmer nerves
. . themszlves the more te koew and undencand the Bible reparding this zad
other important maners.

“I'hat the Lond did not make his visible appearance in 1844 a5 was racgs:
hy so many, did not hinder some from nubeye ~ther dares for his appeasng,
and | remember vert-well iow my boy miad was affelted by the = o
somv who said that_he was duc to come m 1573, and the fear that | mughe
i he camed be the ane avho would be left ou, cnd separated from th
ily; when the vear 1873 hae come and passed, there was rehef £
Our father died in 1873, and theuzl not a tine-senter for the Lord's =
i ing, he died in f2ith of the literal coming of the Lord 1o sarth. to redess
. his saints :

Elder Crunmer wac suppored from the very fins: by such men 2s Jehp
Reed. Syhiestcr Boker, Hizam Got Yinap Stronz auy_ b fathen bz
- . keorvn as Farhe Sirene e Damel Wb Perkony, and ueker
- wert. his asociates In the eariy vork: ann later such men win ther o

as james Wakins, Iaac Caz, ganver Ditley. losent Stoverton. §ssac New-
on, I. . Brows, Greenwood Wale, Viaftin Shepherd. Erastus G Uranca,
W. E. Field. Geore= Sturr. Taynas_Hone, ¥ C. Pi
By being 3lso ministers; »nd suca furite, Selper acROC T8
J. C. Brancn, M. A. Brunch and omers,
Adeiben Branc'a 1t was abeur the sear 1862 thar Elder Crunmer and others were aole oo
start 2 cburch paper.  The church at
1937 Christ, and the publication of thet paper staited with. and was Know
- name of the “Hope of Lsrael”, smrming in 2 private house
Township; a short time later it was moved to Waverty . VanBu
- Michigan. and reference is made now o a revord thar shows s publicn
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¢ ) The Backward Lock

Main street of White Cloud was mostly of sand and sawdust, and th2 side-
walks were of plank. and breaking up.  Laree pine oimber wadts were stil §INCE # seems to me quite probable that we shall in the near furare have
sanding, and the West Michigan Lumber Company were vperating at both a librarv or proper shelving for the bonks and records of our caerei, fam
Diamond Lake and Woondville in a large way.  Just a few peoplie ftved out- constrained to write a short history ias 1 can remembers of the churer word
~vide the villaze at tha: rime, and the most af these were 1n the vicinity of what 1 in this Jocality, of what s now knosn as “The Seventh Dav Baprist
is known as the Fullierion school Rouse, now called the Brucker school. I Church”, formerly knowe as *“The Charch ot Goa”, ar W e Clouc,

My brother Charlic and 1 came 10 work in the woods in the winter just B Michigan.
aassed, and cuz preied hemlock saw lugs en the land now owned by Fveres i “The four brathers, Mortimer A. Branch ang fanuby, Chardes R. Brunch
Goyings, and we took our meals and loduing i 3 lumber camp on- the iand and family, Frastus G. Rianca 2ra fumily, and Adeldent Brares and wife.
aow owned by the James Goyings family.  Mow came soon afier we went came to White Cleud, Michimn, tor RHordford, Vaaitares Uousev., Michi
i1ome, bought 241 acres of fand on 3 conwract for uz, and the four families gan, arfiving on Apri Hith, 1884, being formeriv mewbers of the Uaurch
<so0n came and hved the hrst year in a lumber camp joiciag the land we of God at Hartford, Michizan.

Sought for eur homes. two miles northwest of town  But few roads were Jeremiah Hall, wife and « yeuns duwsbur ind near 3 “oad wher
taid out in the town at that time, and only a trail ran through wur land; and as these families came. they being Sabhath kespers, so thanth

*he Commissioner of Highways was nae of the saioon keepers in the town, of the Branch families met together che hrst S

and none of us patrons of his wares. one can eauly understand how hard &t . after 3 church of ten members was orzannied, wih M. A Dmase

was to get even 2 promise of anv public money for a road 1o our land: none in charee of the senvices. and repular setvites were tnereaiter he:

was had unti! we had gone far toward the building of our road without pay. hotites of the members.

Onher penple beran tn come. and others shared with us the pioneer hife, Elder Gilhert Cranner made occasional siin, Ving e
and being voune and sturds, thouzh very poor. we held out, and have seen <ermems. and Flders L. ). #rznch and J. CL 4 ame ane el pro-
manv worth-w hile advance m twn and county N tradted eforts as best ther could. alwavs me - homees «f the mem-

Comparing thowe davs with the present, | ain sure that for real hard tmes, bers (“"."“ bring shantest and ]u'l!‘"“ canpy, sy schonl Redses i ol
the present has noth:os on that time, and most people found some way to community were net as yet bent. From memory i behove taur devvern
make 3 hving wirbour puhie atd. | have some very vivia recoilections fe- wenn-fite and |h‘lrrs. \t}\k‘h meetunr places were unull before we were atie to

. earding those hard times. and HARD TIMES THEY WERE. hutld a church, whicie srom the variext was bemz planned

1 am glad to have Ined i Newaygo County, glad to have had thr chaner I way l‘rhru..rg; lh‘h. INAN, that the Ent n‘mhc eﬂon.\n\ mace '“#’

4 0 come along win some of, the fnest and best people that ever frved, and the butlding of 4 immh, art the tubed recard sheet wil show e tecbie

¢lad now., afeer (ifty vears, m be able m look out wah hope, that Newaywr h": caruest effort made tonard ek an .“"d"""“".‘ . lrwas on taney ta.

“ounty shall rank amone the hest, and always stand for the hest thiazs 1843, that dr('u'n‘uun‘ vy had uf the littie church in lht. Couniey, two m!!r-

northwest of W hite UCloud, the building benig only 2ux30 feet syuare anndr
Adeibent Branch . . s y

Bur it was 3 glorious dao for ¢he charch, a few gifs in cash beinc suh-

seriped that dav, hut the preater pusr of the cust, boih in labo: and matenals,
. * peing given by the membess, brn men and, women. .

) The membenhip prew, and addwons to she families eame, so that un =

- . i - “ : shore time both regnlar services and Sabbatn Svhool were hewd, and tumdie

({ .- S O : Ny . from VagBurea Upunty, Auegan County, and Midland Conuty, and mm
4 it — e and then wne of me from oider places Sume to strengthen awe Sluse;

N L e e GO s L ey that with additions from The dome held, we had o cather dvely chuieb.

X ", : T . ) The storvof just how the fitthe country ehurch was built, wnd the sscnfice

. L Jo N . A ) : made to buitd iwwould make very mten-sting reading Jor wasy, ut alace Wil

fe0 . S el : L I AR L fot peroit its pelling. Suffice to say that mant nho steendea whiun wakea

I . .« » B N v . . L ) Inne distances, asd those who were so durtunate as 1o dave teams, ied them

. - e i C . oo . “ 7 in the bushes snd aawng the trees actnm the toad fmm the chunch.  Dear
P s N S AL Ut L werc in 8 huiry for the closing huur, so graciondy dul the apeng o5 1he Lore
- ' P ST o LT 3 atend the seevices.” W , K
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Later, and before the building of the church, Flder Githert Cranmer and
wife Tour mothert sold thew holames at Harttord, and came to hve with us,
his hume bewg jus one mile north of the present focation of the Seventh
Dar HKapust Church i White €hnd. Elder Cranmer way 2 powerful

. preacher m has day, and was a tower of strength to the work, and the church

grew and flovrshed,

Later J. C. Neanch and famidy moved to White Clowd, andd otifl lzger ..
J Branch and family came, which with she Beawns, Younos, Robinsons,
Hopobooms, Deeds, Stockwells, Albnzhts, Kedeys, Walkers, Dusenberrys,
Anmibles. Hepimatally, VanNatis, How', Fields, Revnold, and others alreads
hc‘n dhulh up a strong church, known as the ChurfR of God ar White
Cloud. 7

By this nme quite 2 number of the membership were Iocated in the tows,
and it becane known that the.£hiitch should be Jocated there, and a move-
ment was stasted to niake a ghance.  Meanwhile, there was an acyramuance
built up with the Seventh Day Baptnt church, then well organized 2t Battie
Creek, Michizan, Rev, 1.8, Cuon beng pasar of the Batle Creek chureh,

vhich resulted a few seprs laer 10 a union of the Church of God i Macni-
van with the Sevemi. Dav Bupns church. This union was the reuit
several vears of studv and nve tezaon, and was Rruliy brought ahout at a2
LConterence held in llu “oid Conzregational Church, which for a few
years had not been used by thax oroanizanuan, and was beins rented by the
Church of God at that time

1 gladly give the numes of Rev. Mo B, Rellev and B, ¥, Jobanson, whi
with others of the Baule Creek Church antended nur serviczes, and with Pastor
Caon, isined 1 this anneal meeting, which fesulted in 2 unimn of these two
churches, by an almost unanimous vagz of all present, the date of s Con-

ference, and of the union «f the two chusctes, being ‘bcptcml-vr 27-3u, 1917

Ministers of both groups are shown in a helf page photn, a~thevapneared
un the front step - of the church, in the ““Nathath Rcc-nde' *, date Octobher
2uh, 147,

Olhﬂr additions were made 6 the membershin, and 1 now fnt the names
, many of whem are sl iving and are imal membens of rhe churck:

namel. . the Blles Reefmans, Sems, Babeocks, Cruzans, Towns.
ricksons, Stappus, Caolliers, Guiberss, Oreutts. Philins', Werrzeh, Mof
Parsons’, Cales, Bunkers, Dawsons, and other names which | do net ar this
fime recall.

When the Conzregaional Church was rented o the scbool distri@@ for a
schon!, arranremnenic were made with thr Suedivh Muston people for their
church, where repular services swers heid for a time, and we were maost cor-
diall received by the rusuon church. Oppu'xunm came when we werz
offered 2 nominal price for the lirle church in the country. which was sold.
and this fund hecame the nucleus for the new church bulldine then beinz
tatked of.  Thrs amount was addsd to by the sale of a small church buildinzy
at Bangor. Work of finding a location for the new church stared, and the
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huepe chat (hr Seventh Day Baprist Church ac \W Cloud some of h.m;
lu:mhﬂ\ five filteen tn wenty miles away, and cover tha dwtance to artend
the weekly senices of the cherch? may do irs tuil share w the SN ICY
ivities, and that we shall m eruth be lights e the world.

submitted in fove for the tnith, and for the church of w kich | have been
the vears, as shove,

v memher durtng 2ii of
Adelbert Brunch.

Februan Thth, 1437
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present Iocation, the southwest corner of Wilcox and Nonh Mﬂmm was 7

selected, this for many years being the ﬂmul iocation far a Jewsh tm
store in the village. .

“This banlaing was wrecked, such patts as were nut uu-d in the new burld:ng
were w0id, and the work stanted. M. A. Branch was put 1 charge of the
building propram, and the work from the vety sant progressed.  Much of
e {ahor of budding was donated, and the present chureh beilding avsre S2om
abis faundasion, it being the first of its kind in-the snwn, 25 daving full base-
ment, runniny water, tovlets and  ktcnen, ud has seryed well for the Jeapie
of the ullage, and for many church services.

When furither maney was needed, the Memarial Fund of the Sevonth D;\-
Bapeist churen was appealed *o, and 3 genirous 2ilow ance was made tu i
the tnmpkuuu of the church, which wis done_and deaicated in e E RO
1928, “The large bel uerd fior 20 many vears 4 the Conpgezational Chunch
was firs: Jouned, as was al: the seating, and al were liter purchacee, ine
became the properry of the Whine Cloud Seventh Day- Bapar Chureh, fane
have rerved wen for vur uee.

Whire Cioud nas erioved mant sestnc- { refreshing, the Nuare Conferecce
of the Church «t G having muce ronverso here, and the Npsitwestern
Association of the Seventh Dav Huptisi churen beli ane of it annuat meeanme
here; this beinz sfter the compietion of ne new crurch, and was “urzelv
attended, with representasives trom several Stares present,

Al of the foilwine have afted 1n the capacizy of Pacor aqunng the tean
since the completion af the pew church, wimely: Mormmer 2 B'mrn. 74
John C. Branch, .. i. Branch, Fdgar 1. viHdors, john Klutzhars, R\.a.

ert W, Winn, and Radte . Nezerance, the pres-nt Pastor.  fames H tluere
was sent here, fd szrved as @ misrenary for the State o Michicar, for x
sime.  john Blake, icensee, has secved wed as 30 able ciass seacher, ané
‘when called upot huc deliversa valuahle sermows; and Frastus €3, Braock
has senved. 4nd 1< as L hureh Flder,

T is voralie that .. §. Braveh, Lesnies au"- I8N INEIY WATS, SPILTE 3¢
caretzker, both ia the maix auditorivm ana in 1n- Paement, for a perios of |
fteen years [nor to his retirement ar the age of M vears,

Fhere have been many sourrowful days ior the churcn, av some have zalie:
in death whese mamory itme cannos erase, some Fave moted tWwatl, 3 ¢
others bave in a measure lost their hold on cnurch life. bur ~he ab.ie o
suffice to show thar the Seventh Day Bapust Church ar W Cioud aes
has been actne and azrressive, and has acant mock e the swirendon oo
munities, and to Newavge Coumy at jurge This bas bern shoo o = tue
numerovus iavitanons o our Pastoms 1o serve in the hemes of penp’e 2
our church' whose friends have died, by the av inviatons ooagr e
at such nccasions. and 10 manv, many other way

With the hepe that this feeble effort 1 brirging to mind some of 2
tory of the past more than &fty years shall be resd, wpat 1t mav s .
both old and younger members to further Christiun adhivities, and win wme -

Feb'y 1lth, 1%33.
e Cloud met ar Flder Cranmer’s 20 coasider
use to worship the J.ord in. Remaczs from
Elder Cranmer showed planly that we were in need of such a nouse, ARer

which ali made manifest 3 desire to help n such a caase. o
sred tha facher Cranmet actas chairman for tac s7zmne.

Carpied.  Moved and supported that the house be built to be the ::'.:,’:'rm af
the Charch of (iod at White Cloud. Carricd M. A. Branch npars:n
acre of land as a chiurch site.  Moved and supported that we sccept Bis
wffer.  Carried.
Moved that M. A

The church of God 2t W
the propriery of building 2 ho

Moved and suppe

. Branch, George Hogoboom, and J. B. Young act x
Also that J. B, Young act as treasurer of

s building commutee.  Carried
the rommitice.  \Tafped.
de 24336 feet n size. Carnes.
Moved and supporied that the house be made s G

4
Muned and suppomed that the cum recewe do ’
sheald be willing to help in budding the huulse olAuurshnp. Carned. CL:own
amd supported that ne udjeurn ull the cail of tbe building commztree. THes.

TFhus i 30 corUiY

5 P
that we as 3 body are willing to ad Y

idine 2 house for worship, and do covenant togetner that
t:l v::‘il we v;uh sbe help of the Lord, aid as follows
_Gilbent Cranmer ----825.00 R
Charles Branch caeee 25.00
M. A, Branchemewnae
< . B. Young —eme-ee 10.00 .
,G. Branch vea— 30.00
Sophla Cranmet avee
) « Adelben Branch «ee- 4;.32 )
: bice Branch - ewecee f B

llhmnl Shaule o mamneamime (e Ko oF Nals.
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